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Preparing Our Students for the Future:
More Rigor, More Results

We have had a phenomenal start to the 2022-23 school year. One of my main objectives as
superintendent is to improve instruction for improved student performance and outcomes. I am
happy to report that we are making great progress! Our strategic priorities are focused on
ensuring that each of our students receives an education that prepares them for success.
We are systematically implementing a meaningful and rigorous curriculum utilizing proven
instructional strategies. We are also monitoring our success with instruction and observing its
impact on our local student performance.
Our efforts are paying off - we are seeing positive results in terms of both instruction and
student performance. We know that sound instructional practices are what have the most
significant impact on the academic outcomes of students, and we are committed to providing
the best education possible for our community.
Thank you for your support as we continue working hard to improve instruction and student
performance. I am confident that, with your help, we will achieve our goals!
Sincerely,
Cory Hirsbrunner, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Fall 2022

Thank You!

Referendum projects are ending! After five
years of construction and remodeling to meet
long past due needs and correct challenging
facility shortcomings, projects are coming to a
successful conclusion. SPASH had significant
addition and remodeling work that resolved
vocational education, student dining, restroom
upgrades and, finally, Fieldhouse restrooms. P.J.
Jacobs experienced significant remodeling and
heating upgrades. Remodeling and HVAC
work at Ben Franklin improved that facility and
PoDS received mechanical upgrades. All
elementary schools received upgrades.
Bannach’s improved parking facilities, lighting,
and new gym floor are notable. Jefferson’s new
cafeteria, and remodeled kindergarten
classrooms are significant. Kennedy’s new wing
and site improvements added space and ease of
access. Madison’s beautiful new gym is
impressive, and several other areas of the
facility were improved as well. McDill’s new
dining area, kitchen and receiving area,
and other building improvements make it more
functional and inviting. McKinley’s light
remodeling, behind-the-scenes improvements,
and new fencing and concrete installed at the
entrance make the facility more functional and
safer (continued page 2).

continued from page 1

Roosevelt’s new classrooms and
beautiful expanded dining area
are welcoming and long
overdue. Washington’s
significant remodeling and
behind-thescenes upgrades made the
facility inviting and comfortable.
The improvements made to our
facilities will help generations of
students and help to protect the
community’s investment.
A thank you and a nod of
congratulations are due to all
those who made this
cumulative effort a success.

“

Boston School Forest Takes
Learning Outside of the Classroom

Boston School Forest strives to
provide environmental
educational opportunities to
students of the Stevens Point
Area Public School District.
Their mission is to promote
personal growth, awareness, and
knowledge of the natural world
in order to encourage sound
stewardship of the earth. Boston
School Forest offers programs
that aim to increase
opportunities for physical health
and mental wellness, including
mindfulness in the forest and the
benefits of spending time in
green spaces.

Boston School Forest also
provides support and
professional development for
teachers and staff who are
interested in taking kids outside
for learning and play. Some of
their upcoming events include
the Polar Pond Plunge on
December 10, 2022 and the
Winter Open House on January
20, 2023. Boston School Forest
is a great resource for educators,
parents, and students alike who
are looking for ways to connect
with nature and learn about
environmental stewardship.
Learn more: PointSchools.net
/bostonschoolforest

Take the Plunge
December 10

The
improvements Using Culture to Promote Literacy
Hmong Jumpstart Program
made to our
program seeks to provide a safe and supportive environment where
facilities will "The
Hmong students can feel accepted, valued, and connected to their
community." -Dr. Dinga, Director of Equity, Diversity and Inclusion
help
Hmong Jumpstart Program
celebrate their heritage, language
opportunity to improve their
generations of The
is a new initiative aimed at
and culture. The program seeks
literacy skills, build stronger
building literacy skills for
to provide a safe and supportive
relationships with parents and
students and
Hmong students. The program,
enviornment where Hmong
teachers for improved academic
being piloted at McKinley
students can feel accepted,
help to protect Elementary, provides culturally valued, and connected to their outcomes.
specific support and activities
community. The program is
the
that aim to improve literacy
funded by the Boys and Girls
skills and connect students with
Club, SPAPSD, and CAP
community’s
their Hmong heritage. In addition
Services. By participating in the
to a focus on literacy skills, the
Hmong Jumpstart program,
investment.
program encourages students to
students will have the

School Board Appreciation
Thank you to our #PointProud School Board Members for
the important role they play and countless hours they devote
to making sure our schools are helping every child learn at a
higher level.
Watch Board
Meetings live, the
first Monday of the
Month at 6:30 p.m.

Around the District
HANDS ON MATH: GEOMETRY IN CONSTRUCTION
Geometry in Construction
is a unique an innovative
course offered to SPASH
students interested in
how math is applied in
real world situations.
They began the school
year by looking at and
understanding how to read
a floor plan and how to
calculate the area of the
rooms. Then they calculated the
area and perimeter of the
classroom and determined the cost
to carpet, put in baseboards, and
paint the room. The students then
created a scale drawing of the
classroom floor. Finally, the
students determined the cost to
carpet, put in baseboard, and paint
their living room at home. Of
course they had to take the area of
the windows and doors out of their
calculation. Their ability

to do multi-step problems,
and communicate well in
their teams is a great start
to the year! They have
already completed their
first mid-unit assessment
and learned how to lay out
a wall. They then modeled
where the studs and all
components of the wall
by marking it with chalk.
This activity will prepare the
students for building their balsa
wood houses and also their
playhouses. Student
have started their exploration of
similar polygons by measuring the
heights of students and their
shadows and then measuring the
shadows of very tall objects. They
then used proportions to find the
heights of tall objects.

Stay up to date with the Point Area Public Schools
/PointSchools

/PointSchools

/PointSchools

Chopin (left) is
enjoying another year
of service to students
with Mrs. Kurzynksi's
Jefferson Elementary
students.

Thank you to all who
made Homecoming
2022 a memorable
experience for our
students!

McDill Elementary
students are enjoying a
NEW playground this
Fall! Thank you to all
the parents, staff and
community members
who worked to make
this possible!

Students at Kennedy
Childcare center
enjoyed the
beautiful fall weather
and opportunity to
learn why the leaves
change color.

1900 Polk Street
Stevens Point, WI 54481

Focus On School Safety
Stevens Point Area Public School District utilizes the Standard Response
Protocol (SRP) developed by the I Love U Guys Foundation in collaboration
with law enforcement. The Standard Response Protocol is based not on
individual scenarios but on the response to any given scenario. Like the Incident
Command System (ICS), SRP demands a specific vocabulary but also allows for
great flexibility. The premise is simple: there are five specific actions that can be
performed during an incident. Actions include, Hold, Secure, Lockdown,
Evacuate and Shelter. Learn more at www.PointSchools.net/safety

Thank you Class of 1972

Join the
#PointProud
team and
Prepare Each
Student to Be
Successful.

Last summer Dr. Jon Vollendorf, SPASH
Principal, met with David Colby from the
SPASH Class of 1972 as he organized the
Reunion for the SPASH Class of 1972. Mr.
Colby was able to share many stories from the
Class of ‘72 including their move from P.J.
Jacobs to SPASH midway through their senior
year. The day of the move they had all of the
students walk through the PJs library and grab
several library books to haul to SPASH!
Mr. Colby visited SPASH in early October to
present a commemorative plaque and message
from the Class of '72 to the school.

